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WHAT IS THE OXFORD ENGLISH DICTIONARY? 
 
The OXFORD ENGLISH DICTIONARY (OED) is a comprehensive dictionary of the English 
language including definitions, etymologies, and quotations.  The (OED) not only provides a 
definition of a word but also gives examples of when the word first appeared in print and 
examples of how the meaning and spelling have changed over time.    

ACCESSING OXFORD ENGLISH DICTIONARY  
 

• From the Aims home page (www.aims.edu)—click on Library 
• From the Kiefer Library page---click on Reference Works  
• From the Reference Works page—click on OXFORD ENGLISH DICTIONARY  
 

 
FINDING DEFINITIONS IN THE OXFORD ENGLISH DICTIONARY 
 

• Type your search term in the box (located in the top left corner of the screen) 
• Click Find Word  
• Click on word from list 
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