Hello Teachers:

Enclosed in this packet you'll find the materials for the 2009 Holocaust Memorial Observance Essay Contest, including a copy of this year's essay topic, a checklist for completed essays, and instructions for submitting student essays. This year we are addressing the issue of genocide, specifically, how the lessons of the Holocaust can help us understand contemporary global challenges in places like Darfur, the Congo, and Chechnya.  

As Santayana reminded us, in Reason and Common Sense, "Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it."  However, rather than have students simply respond to an abstract notion, our goal is to show them how concrete events from the past, like the Holocaust, inform how we think about the present.  Therefore, our contest question asks that they think globally about genocide.  However, in asking them to consider what we can do here, in Colorado, to address the issue of genocide, we also ask them to think locally.

The issue of genocide is a challenging one for students and for teachers.  And, a prompt like this requires that students understand both the history of genocide and current incidents of genocide occurring around the world.  It is the hope of the Holocaust Memorial Observance Committee that you, as teachers, will spend some time with students helping them to understand the issues surrounding genocide, options for action, and ways to express what they learn in written form.  To help you, we offer a number of resources.  First, in this packet, you will find a list of references available on-line from the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM).  In addition, both as a member of the HMOC and as one who has attended a one-week seminar at the USHMM on educational resources, I will gladly visit your classes to discuss issues surrounding the Holocaust and contemporary incidents of genocide, as well as to review the on-line materials with your students.  You can contact me at the email address below if you would like to schedule a visit.

The events during the week of Holocaust Observance--April 14-17, 2009-- scheduled in Greeley, are designed to ensure that the tragedies of the Holocaust are never forgotten.  By asking students to think about what we learn from history and how we might act today, in light of those lessons, we make them citizens of the world as well. For more information, please visit the Greeley Holocaust Memorial Observance website at: http://www.aims.edu/holocaust.  Details of the essay contest and entry forms will be available there beginning mid January.

Thank you in advance for your commitment to this important event and always for your work as teachers in these challenging times.

Best,

Jeri

Dr. Jeraldine R. Kraver

Associate Professor of English

Director of English Education

School of English Language and Literature

University of Northern Colorado

Jeraldine.Kraver@unco.edu
2009 Holocaust Memorial Observation Essay Contest: RESOURCE LIST

In order to inspire well-considered and informed responses to this year's essay topic, we suggest that students and teachers learn more about genocide during the Holocaust and in the present.  There are extensive materials on the excellent and award-winning USHMM web-site.  Below are links to pages that will prove informative, provocative, and helpful to students who choose to participate in this contest.  In addition, these pages, and others available at the USHMM site are outstanding resources for teachers.

USHMM Home Page: http://www.ushmm.org/

This is the starting point for all information about the Museum and its permanent, temporary, and traveling exhibits.

USHMM Education Page: http://www.ushmm.org/education/

This page has resources for teachers and students.  There are links to topics to study, on-line exhibits, teaching and learning materials.  

The "Learning Site for Students" <http://www.ushmm.org/outreach/> takes a thematic approach to the Holocaust using text, historical photographs, maps, images of artifacts, and audio clips to provide an overview of the Holocaust. 
For teachers there are a variety of resources available through the Education page, including lesson plans and materials (see http://www.ushmm.org/education/foreducators/lesson/), guidelines for teaching, and on-line workshops for teachers (http://www.ushmm.org/education/foreducators/workshop/)

USHMM Committee on Conscience: http://www.ushmm.org/conscience/

The USHMM has established a Committee on Conscience whose mandate is to "alert the national conscience, influence policy makers, and stimulate worldwide action to confront and work to halt acts of genocide or related crimes against humanity."  As part of this mandate the Committee sponsors public programs and activities, creates temporary exhibitions, and works with policy makers at both governmental and non-governmental organizations.  The Committee's page offers information about the history of genocide and the world's response to the challenge. In addition, the site offers podcasts, news summaries, and opportunities for action.
Among the pages and links accessible from this page and regarding genocide are

Preventing Genocide: The Report of the Genocide Prevention Task Force Co-chaired and authored by former Secretary of Stated Madeleine Albright and former Defense Secretary William S. Cohen.

<http://www.ushmm.org/conscience/taskforce/>

Ways to take action to help prevent genocide at <http://www.ushmm.org/conscience/action/>

The World as Witness A "geoblog" that shares stories, photos, and maps from the field to document genocide and related crimes against humanity at http://blogs.ushmm.org/worldiswitness
Citing Web Sources

The following citation information comes from the OWL at Purdue University available at <http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/09/>

Basic format:

Name of Site. Date of Posting/Revision. Name of institution/organization affiliated with the site (sometimes found in copyright statements). Date you accessed the site [electronic address].

Note that it is necessary to list your date of access because web postings are often updated, and information available on one date may no longer be available later. Be sure to include the complete address for the site.  For example:

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Web Site. 30 Dec. 2008.  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. 30 Dec. 2008. <http://www.ushmm.org/>

Note that the dates are the same.  If there is no "posting" or "updated" date noted, simply use the date you accessed the site in both places.

In addition, for URLs that won't fit on one line, the address should be broken at slashes, when possible.

A Page on a Web site:

For an individual page on a Web site, list the author or alias if known, followed by the information covered above for entire Web sites. Make sure the URL points to the exact page to which you are referring.  For example:

"What is Genocide?" 30 Dec. 2008.  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Web Site.  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. 30 Dec. 2008. <http://www.ushmm.org/conscience/history/>
Submission Guidelines

Before student essays are submitted to the judges for evaluation, they will be screened to ensure they meet the following guidelines.  Essays that do not meet these guidelines will be eliminated, so, please, teachers review them with your students, and students, review them with your teachers.

Essay Submission Checklist    

	· Is your essay typed, double-spaced, one sided on white paper?

· Is your essay between 400 and 500 words long?  If you use a standard font, for example Times New Roman 12pt,  the typical page will have 250 words. 

· Does your essay have an engaging title that is centered above the body, in the same size font, and NEITHER underlined nor in quotation marks?

· Are your pages numbered in the upper right-hand corner? 

· Have you made sure that your name and school do NOT appear anywhere on the essay manuscript? (These only appear on the application form that accompanies the essay.)

· Have you cited any and all material that is not original? Essays that do not cite sources properly (that is, those that plagiarize)  will be disqualified. 

· Have you completed the Entry Form and included it with your essay?

· Has your parent or guardian signed the Entry Form (if you are under the age of 16)? 

· Have you signed the Entry Form? In signing your work you certify that the essay is your own original work.  

· Have you made a hard copy and/or computer copy of your essay and the Application Form to keep for your own records? 

· Have you submitted your essay both as a hard copy (including the entry form) and electronically as a WORD document to the addresses below by the deadlines listed? (Hard copies must be postmarked by _______________ and electronic copies submitted by _________________.




2009 Holocaust Memorial Observation Essay Contest

Writing Prompt / Grades 9-12

As reported by the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM) in Washington, D.C., the term "genocide" did not exist before 1944.  Genocide refers to "violent crimes committed against groups with the intent to destroy the existence of the group."
  As such, genocide denies individuals their human rights.  The term was genocide was coined by Polish-Jewish lawyer, Raphael Lemkin.  Lemkin was trying to find a way to describe Nazi policies of systematic murder of groups of individuals, including the destruction of the European Jews, Gypsies (or Roma), and Jehovah's Witnesses.  The roots of the word genocide are Greek--"geno," meaning race or tribe--and Latin--"-cide," meaning to kill.  Taken together, genocide refers to a coordinated plan aimed to destroy a group of people.  
In the aftermath of the Holocaust, in 1948, the United Nations approved the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. This convention establishes genocide as an international crime, which all signatory nations must "undertake to prevent and punish." And, it revises the definition to "acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group [. . .]."
 
Preventing genocide remains a challenge that nations and individuals continue to face.  And there are places in the world where, right now, genocide is occurring--places like Darfur, the Congo, Chechnya, Burundi, and Rwanda.  For this contest we ask you to consider the issue of genocide in response to this question:

How do the lessons of the Holocaust teach us that preventing genocide in places that seem far away is an international obligation?  And, as part of your response, discuss what can we do, here in Colorado, as students, and not politicians or diplomats, to battle genocide?

Writing Prompt/Middle School:

"It would appear that the lessons of the Holocaust during World War II have yet to be learned given the more recent examples of genocide in places like Cambodia, Kosovo, Rwanda, and currently in Darfur.  Even though these locations seem far removed from life in Greeley, Colorado, what ideas can you come up with to discourage mistrust, intolerance, prejudice and hatred in your home, school and community in order to promote a more unifying platform for global peace?  In a well developed essay explain how your ideas can foster a more nurturing future."

� "What is Genocide?" 30 Dec. 2008.  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Web Site.  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.  30 Dec. 2008. <http://www.ushmm.org/conscience/history/>


� "What is Genocide?" 30 Dec. 2008.  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Web Site.  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. 30 Dec. 2008. <http://www.ushmm.org/conscience/history/>





