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Speaking Out to Prevent Genocide
“Prejudices are what fools use for reason.” -Voltaire

Adolf Hitler understood the power of suggestion, and one of his most powerful weapons was propaganda. Germans were bombarded with anti-Jewish posters, movies, and newspaper articles. The Nazis manipulated existing fears and prejudices in order to convince the German people that there was justification for the murder of millions of people deemed “lesser” by the Nazis. The film, Der ewige Jude (The Eternal Jew) depicted Polish Jews as greedy war-mongers, and the cause for all suffering endured by Germans after WWI. It was one of the most notorious and vicious examples of Nazi propaganda. 
The lesson of Nazi propaganda is still pertinent today. Steven Luckert, curator of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum exhibit, "State of Deception: The Power of Nazi Propaganda," said that, “hate speech and language like this didn't go away when the Nazis fell. These are things that we have to be constantly aware of in our own day." 
My hometown, Greeley, Colorado, is a diverse community with numerous racial, ethnic, cultural, and religious affiliations. In Greeley, and all over the world, racial opinions are formed at a young age. By the time we reach adulthood, prejudices may have developed into actions. What can students do to help genocide victims? As teenagers, our ability to help may be more symbolic than concrete, but it is still meaningful. We can combat genocide by raising our voices against it. Hate stems from fear, which is rooted in ignorance. Eliminating the fear of the unknown makes intolerance obsolete. Social networking sites, like Facebook, can be effective tools when fighting discrimination. Starting “Anti-Hate” groups with discussion sessions, information about minority groups, and stories written by people who have experienced intolerance can be effective ways of combating intolerance. By starting a group, asking friends to join, and discouraging insularity, teenagers can combat genocide through education and awareness. 
We must all speak out against seemingly harmless forms of intolerance. We can call attention to the ignorance and insecurity that motivates people who make offensive remarks. If hurtful speech was associated with negative qualities, it might disappear. It is critical to admit to ourselves that, while we may deny it, we have our own prejudices that guide our thoughts to some extent. To merely acknowledge that something is prejudiced makes it less effective.
Within one’s own group of peers, it is easy to stereotype others. As social differences develop, it becomes easier to feel indifferent toward the plight of people who are unlike us. Today, genocide continues in places like Darfur. Students have an obligation to themselves, and to victims of genocide: to acknowledge our differences, embrace them, but not fear them. We have a duty to respect the power of our words. We have a duty to use our gift of voice to reach out to all people. We have a duty to understand. We have a duty to take action.
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