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We can define “genocide” as the deliberate and systematic extermination of a national, racial, political, or social group.  The Holocaust was one the most brutal attempts to kill a race in all time.  The lessons from this mass killing of over 6,000,000 people are extreme and we must always remember the excruciating pain and scar it brought to Europe as well as the rest of the world. 


“Forgive, but do not forget” (Neuhausler 6).  The first and most crucial step in preventing genocide around the world is making its consequences and treachery known.  Part of this, unfortunately, is learning through past events, such as the deadly concentration camps of the Holocaust and remembering the suffering incurred. The concentration camps, such as Dachau and Auschwitz, of the Holocaust, are probably one of the most horrid memories of the well-known genocide.  “Dachau can and will be a lesson!” (Neuhausler 6).  To be silent about the horrors and grieves of the camps would be a mistake; we need to take into account the sorrow the camps brought upon its victims and use them to assure the world that attempts to exterminate, such as the Holocaust, will never be present again.


Publicity is also certainly a large part of preventing genocides today.  One of the major reasons as to why the Holocaust was not ended more quickly was because of the blanket of secrecy shadowing the entire situation, as is the situation in Darfur.  The seriousness of the genocide occurring in Darfur right now has not been widely publicized until recently.  This lack of knowledge is part of the problem.  If no one knows what is going on in places such as Darfur or past places like Rwanda, how is anyone supposed to stop it?  In one month alone in the year 2005, news companies, such as NBC and CNN, ran fifty times as many stories on Michael Jackson as they did about the genocide in Darfur (feministcampus.org).  To me, as should be to anyone, this is not right.  One person, not even one nation can battle genocide alone.  Making crimes against humanity, like Darfur, internationally known could have a significant impact on how we fight against genocide.


The Holocaust provided an extreme example and foundation of what genocide is and how severe they can become.  With such a horrible event to define genocide, one might wonder why genocides like the Holocaust are still occurring today.  Internationally, our desire to thwart genocides is not strong enough.  The fight against genocide needs to become serious, and its not the politicians or leaders around the world who are the start to stopping genocides.  It’s the people like you and me, two continents away from the current genocide in Darfur, who have the opportunities to voice our opinions that can cause this much-needed change.  By speaking individually, we raise the conscience globally to prevent such atrocities.  "Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it's the only thing that ever has,” Margaret Mead.
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