Essay #3


Making a Global Difference 
Almost 65 years later, it seems as though the lessons of the Holocaust have yet to be learned. Have the violence, mistrust, prejudice, intolerance, and hatred in this world not taught us anything? Our cultural and religious differences seem to have separated us as people. However, today’s youth can make a difference.

The Holocaust of World War II is the most alarming act in history. The Nazis burned synagogues, Jewish books, and even dead Jewish bodies! We have said never, never again, but did we really mean it?       

As we think about cultural and religious differences in this world we must embrace them, not judge them. To do this, we must be informed about different cultures and religions around the world. Just doing a little bit of research by reading a book or taking ten minutes out of your day to get on the computer can make much more of a difference than you might anticipate.   When you know more about the diverse cultures and religions worldwide, you are more willing to accept and appreciate others.   

Simple, everyday actions are extremely underestimated. When you give someone a smile, open a door for someone, or stand up to bullying, you promote peace in your school, home, and community. When you spread the love, you spread the peace.
My friends and I are already getting involved in our school and community. By getting adult sponsoring, we are going to start a Genocide Awareness Club. We are hoping to get media attention and raise money for Amnesty International, The Peace Corps, and other foundations that promote peace.  Not only does this promote peace, but as a person, it makes me feel like I have made a significant difference in the world.  

     The Holocaust of World War II is genocide at its worst, but believe it or not, there is genocide happening in the world right now! The conflict in Darfur, Sudan has led to unimaginable human rights abuses: people starving, dying, and being forced out of their villages. Sound familiar? How could this be happening again 65 years after the atrocities of World War II?
If, one day, we all want to live peacefully under one sky, we must start now; we must take action NOW!  “It isn’t enough to talk about peace. One must believe in it. And it isn’t enough to believe in it. One must work at it.”-Eleanor Roosevelt (1884-1962)    
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