Essay #27
Indifference


As awful and as hideous as it is, to deny the Holocaust’s existence is not the worst thought a person can register.  Such a person who denies this genocide harbors so much hate and ignorance that, ironically, he or she at least holds as much emotion as an individual who does respectfully remember it.  No, the cruelest emotion one could feel towards the Holocaust is complete indifference.  By reacting to the Holocaust as one would to any insignificant event, the indifferent person absolves Hitler and his men, approves of the gas chambers and the incinerators, and maliciously disregards the deaths of millions of people.  Simply, an indifferent person becomes an inhumane one.

Indifference’s evil does not solely lie in the present either.  Hatred and fear may have spurred the Holocaust, but indifference allowed it to continue.  If America or any other nation decided to act earlier—even as late as when the ghettos were first established—hundreds of thousands of lives could have been saved.

This horrible lack of emotion teaches us all a lesson that transcends geographic and ethnic boundaries:  indifference makes monsters of us all.  Most of us have developed a proper respect for the Holocaust’s victims, but an equally great number of us have failed to truly internalize one of its lessons.  I must admit with immense regret I, too, have failed.  I, like so many others, forget that indifference can extend past the Holocaust.  I, like so many others, realize that I am apathetic to the current genocide that is occurring across the world.

The Holocaust has taught us that apathy is no different than murder.  Currently, every nation that stands idly by as genocide plagues countries like Sudan is a proponent to all those deaths.  I cringe as I say this, but we are the monsters in this massacre, and it is this fact that shows we are part of this struggle.  These modern-day genocides do not discriminate national from international, and consequently we cannot either.  Be it at home or across miles of ocean, it is our responsibility to prevent and silence genocide not only for the sake of remembering the Holocaust but also to regain the humanity we may have lost in our apathy.


  And now we only need the first guiding step.  What is that step?  How do we—students and adults—take the first step toward fighting genocide and indifference?  My simple answer is we need to learn more.  Indifference, like hate, exists because we are ignorant.  If we learn, if we understand what exactly is happening, we can care; we can teach others; and then we can act.  Our actions may initially seem pointless, but if we work to understand our situation, our knowledge will spread, first to our communities, then to our cities, then to our states, and then hopefully to our world.  And then we can act and make it so that the Holocaust will only be remembered in the future and never repeated. 
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