Essay #25

How to Change the World 
(Battling Genocide)
Many lessons can be learned from the holocaust. Some of the lessons we don’t want to learn; we don’t even want to hear them. We want to refuse the fact that something so terrible happened, but it is a fact that the horrible acts of the holocaust are being repeated in the world. It is an international obligation to prevent the genocides that are happening today. We may not be politicians, or diplomats, but we can still battle the destruction that is occurring. 

We are the witnesses of the holocaust, and should know better than to let genocides continue. Every person has potential to be someone great; it does not matter if they are different from us. Albert Einstein was a Jewish scientist who changed the outcome of World War Two. George W. Carver was an African American scientist who not only created useful products from peanuts, but also modeled reaching ones full potential despite the prejudice of others. If we let a group of people die out, we’ve lost what they could have offered the world, possibly cures for diseases, new energy sources, or diplomats who stop wars.
One of the ways students can make a difference is to stop the bullying that occurs almost everywhere. Bullying is often instigated because of racial prejudice. Clubs, peer groups, and sensitivity programs can help us stop bullying. With training programs, and projects that encourage respect and diversity on school campuses, we can help students become tolerant, and respectful to those different from themselves. 
As we learn these important lessons, we can teach others in our home. Then we can have an influence on those who live in our neighborhood. Soon the entire city is learning, and influencing others. From the city, the knowledge spreads to our state, and then it will spread to the nation, and eventually the world. 

In the movie “Remember the Titans” this ripple effect occurred. At first no one in the city would accept colored people at the white school. Then the football team became a mixture of people. The team grew to know and respect each other, but the community was still un-accepting of people who were different. As the community saw the football team work together successfully, community members began to accept others for who they were and not how they looked. 

The lessons of the holocaust teach us that there is an international obligation to stop the genocides happening around the world. Every person has the potential to be great. If we ignore the extermination of a people group, we have lost what they could have given to the world. 
As stated earlier, sensitivity training in schools can help us to change as individuals. It all starts with ourselves. As we grow individually we can influence others. The change in ourselves spreads to our neighborhood, to our city, from the city to our state, from the state onto the nation and finally influencing the world. When will you start to influence the world?
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